2026 LEETON EISTEDDFOD – BANDS, MUSIC, CHOIRS, INSTRUMENTAL SYLLABUS
Adjudicator- Paul Jarman
Competition Dates - Sunday 23 August - Friday 28th August 2026
Changes to the program and section details are made each year. The running of the sections is dependent on sufficient entries being received. This document is subject to change.
ENQUIRIES
If you have any questions or feedback, please do not hesitate to contact the Leeton Eisteddfod Committee via leetoneisteddfod@gmail.com
ENTRY AGE
Age of the competitor for all Sections (except Highland Dancing) will be:
· Groups as of 1 January 2026
· Solos as of 1 August 2026
LEETON EISTEDDFOD ENTRY FEES:
· Solo: $12 per entry
· Duo / Trio: $20 per entry
· Group: $25 per entry
· School Group: $25 per entry
· Bands: $25 per entry
· Championship: $25 per entry
· Scholarship (Senior - 13 years to 18 years): $35 per entry

LATE ENTRY
NO late entries will be accepted.
CHANGES TO AN ENTRY 
NO changes or adjustments will be accepted for completed entries. This includes changing the style of the performance, changing the age group, or any other changes that are the result of incorrect registration. Please ensure you have entered the correct section before submitting your entry. Changes made by the Discipline Convenors to combine sections and offer alternative sections are the exception.  
REFUND 
Entry fees are not refundable except: 
· If a section is cancelled for any reason other than it being a legal requirement pursuant to Covid-19 Pandemic related to law or regulation or any other law or regulation that may impact on or cause the cancellation of the Eisteddfod (hereinafter called “Force Majeure”). 
· If a doctor’s certificate is supplied and notification of withdrawal is received by the Discipline Convenors prior to the day of the performance.  
Full refund will be provided, less a $5.00 administration fee, where an attendee cannot attend an event due to Covid-19.  

SECTIONS
In any section where there are LESS THAN TWO (2) competitors, sections may be combined, deleted, or cancelled at the discretion of the Leeton Eisteddfod Committee, prior to the commencement of the Eisteddfod. 
If the sections with ONE competitor proceed, it will be at the discretion of the adjudicator whether a placing is awarded. If a placing is awarded, the competitor will receive a critique, and their points will be included in the age aggregate but no prize money will be awarded.
TIME LIMITS
Please stay within the time limits printed in the Section specific rules as going over time could see the competitor disqualified. 
Maximum length of items is as follows:
· 10 years & under: vocal solos, duo/trio 4 minutes
· 10 years & under, including instrumental solos, piano solos, duo/trio, ensemble/ bands 3mins
· 12 years to  14 years: vocal solos, duo/trio 5 minutes
· 12 years to 14 years, including instrumental solos, piano solos, duo/trio, ensemble/bands 4 mins
· 16 years & over: vocal solos, duo/trio 6 minutes
· 16 years & over: including instrumental solos, piano solos, duo/trio, ensemble/bands 5 mins
· Championship sections, Vocal Solos 12 mins
· Championship sections, Instrumental and Piano Solos 10 mins
· Bands 12 mins

PRIZE WILL BE AWARDED
Prizes will be awarded, at the adjudicator’s discretion, as follows:
1 - 3 Competitors - 1st Prize Only
4 - 5 Competitors – 1st and 2nd Prizes
6 or more Competitors - 1st 2nd and 3rd Prizes

MUSIC DISCIPLINE RULES:
· School sections:
a. Teachers may NOT perform in ANY school sections, except to conduct or accompany.
b. No costumes are to be worn in school group sections, unless otherwise stipulated.
c. A ‘concert band’ consists of members of the woodwind, brass, and percussion families of instruments – there may be no vocal part, unless otherwise stipulated.
d. String ensembles and orchestras also have no vocal part, unless otherwise stipulated. 

● 	No microphones unless otherwise stipulated.
· To enter a Championship Section, competitors must have competed in two solo items prior to the championship.
· Competitors may enter multiple categories; however, competitors are not to repeat Any Piece Of Music Previously Performed in the Leeton Eisteddfod, EXCEPT CONCERT BANDS, who may to perform any piece performed in the last 5 YEARS. 
· Competitors are to upload their backing tracks to the Stardom website, no later than August 7th.
· All competitors should bring with them a backup file on USB which can be played in the case of the upload being unsuccessful.
· ALL competitors are required to submit a copy of their music for the adjudicator.  A full score must be provided, except for contemporary popular vocal sections, in which case a chord chart or lead sheet is required. This is to be uploaded as a PDF to Stardom no later than August 7th.
· The society will provide a piano for accompaniment; however, it is the responsibility of the performer to organise their own accompanist if not using a previously uploaded backing track.
· It is the responsibility of the performer to ensure that their performance is not in breach of copyright.
· Vocal Competitors: The only section that solo vocal competitors can compete in more than once is Duet or Trio, providing they are performing with a different partner
· Choral Groups: The piano will be placed and must remain at the left-hand side of the stage as the conductor faces the choir.
· Pianoforte Competitors: The only section that solo competitors can compete in more than once is Duet or Trio, providing they are performing with a different partner
· Instrumental Competitors 
a. In all instrumental sections, “INSTRUMENTAL” means any instrument other than piano. 
b. A Competitor can perform twice in the same section only if performing with a different instrument or with a different partner in a Duet or Trio.
VOCAL
OPEN
500 – Vocal Entertainment – Open. Open to anyone including Teachers & Professionals. Vocal solo of any genre.
501 – Classical Vocal Solo. Baroque, Classical or Romantic style.
502 – Australian Composition. This may be any piece written by an Australian artist.
503 [bookmark: _heading=h.3vna8if0u0h6]– Sacred or Spiritual Solo. Any song suitable for religious occasions and/or worship.
504 –Traditional Folk Song - Piece of music handed down by aural tradition, where the original composer is unknown.
505 – Song from Musical Theatre. Must be a piece either from or adapted for stage.
506 – Modern Song. A piece composed after 1901. Must NOT be suitable for category 505 OR 507.
507 – Country.
508 – Solo with Own Accompaniment. The quality of the piano/guitar accompaniment to be taken into consideration by the adjudicator.
509 - HSC Vocal Solo. Restricted to HSC Music students only. Microphones allowed.
510 – Own Composition. An original composition piece, performed by the competitor. A score must be provided for the adjudicator, not a chord chart.
511 – Vocal Duo/Trio.
512 - Champion Vocal Solo. Two pieces of contrasting nature. Competitors must compete in two other Vocal Solo sections to qualify. Song choice will be taken into consideration by the Adjudicator. No Improvisation

16 YRS & UNDER
513 – Classical Vocal Solo. Baroque, Classical or Romantic style
514 – Australian Composition. This may be any piece written by an Australian artist.
515 – Sacred or Spiritual Solo. Any song suitable for religious occasions and/or worship.
516 –Traditional Folk Song - Piece of music handed down by aural tradition, where the original composer is unknown.
517 – Song from Musical Theatre. Must be a piece either from or adapted for stage.
518 – Modern Song. A piece composed after 1901. Must NOT be suitable for category 517 OR 519.
519 – Country.
520 - Solo with Own Accompaniment. The quality of the piano/guitar accompaniment to be taken into consideration by the adjudicator.
521 – Own Composition. An original composition piece, performed by the competitor. A score must be provided for the adjudicator, not a chord chart.
522 – Vocal Duo/Trio.
523 – Champion Vocal Solo. Two pieces of contrasting nature. Competitors must compete in two other Vocal Solo sections to qualify. Song choice will be taken into consideration by the Adjudicator. No Improvisation.
14 YRS & UNDER
524 – Classical Vocal Solo. Baroque, Classical or Romantic style.
525 – Australian Composition. This may be any piece written by an Australian artist.
526 - Sacred or Spiritual Solo. Any song suitable for religious occasions and/or worship.
527 – Traditional Folk Song - Piece of music handed down by aural tradition, where the original composer is unknown.
528 – Song from Musical Theatre. Must be a piece either from or adapted for stage.
529 – Modern Song. A piece composed after 1901. Must NOT be suitable for category 528 OR 530.
530  - Country.
531 – Solo with Own Accompaniment. The quality of the piano/guitar accompaniment to be taken into consideration by the adjudicator.
532 – Own Composition. An original composition piece, performed by the competitor. A score must be provided for the adjudicator, not a chord chart.
533 – Vocal Duo/Trio.

12 YRS & UNDER
534 – Classical Vocal Solo. Baroque, Classical or Romantic style.
535 – Australian Composition. This may be any piece written by an Australian artist.
536 – Sacred or Spiritual Solo. Any song suitable for religious occasions and/or worship.
537 – Traditional Folk Song - Piece of music handed down by aural tradition, where the original composer is unknown.
538 – Character Song in Costume.
539 – Modern Song. A piece composed after 1901. Must NOT be suitable for category 538 OR 540.
540 – Country.
541 –Solo with Own Accompaniment The quality of the piano/guitar accompaniment to be taken into consideration by the adjudicator.
542 – Own Composition. An original composition piece, performed by the competitor. A score must be provided for the adjudicator, MAY be a chord chart.
543 – Vocal Duo/Trio.
544 – Champion Vocal Solo. Two pieces of contrasting nature. Competitors must compete in two other Vocal Solo sections to qualify. Song choice will be taken into consideration by the Adjudicator.

10 YRS & UNDER
545 – Vocal Solo. 
546 – Sacred or Spiritual Solo. Any song suitable for religious occasions and/or worship.
547 – Character Song in Costume.
548 –Traditional Folk Song - Piece of music handed down by aural tradition, where the original composer is unknown.
549 – Country.
550 – Own Composition. An original composition piece, performed by the competitor. A score must be provided for the adjudicator, MAY be a chord chart.
551 – Vocal Duo/Trio.

8 YRS & UNDER
552 – Vocal Solo. 
553 – Sacred or Spiritual Solo. Any song suitable for religious occasions and/or worship.
554 – Traditional Folk Song - Piece of music handed down by aural tradition, where the original composer is unknown.
555 – Character Song in Costume.
556 – Country.
557 – Vocal Duo/Trio.

6 YRS & UNDER
558 – Vocal Solo. 
559 – Character Song in Costume.
560 –Traditional Folk Song or Sacred or Spiritual Solo. Piece of music handed down by aural tradition, where the original composer is unknown. OR any song suitable for religious occasions and/or worship.
561 – Country.
562 – Vocal Duo/Trio.
CHORAL GROUPS
PRIMARY SCHOOL AGED CHOIRS
563 – School Choir.Two Songs (a) Own Choice (b) Own Choice must be of contrasting nature. More than 4 voices.
564 – Student Conducted. To be conducted by one of the students. Own Choice. More than 4 voices.
565 - Australian Ballade. More than 4 voices.
566 – Spiritual or Sacred Group. More than 4 voices, any combination, accompanied or unaccompanied. Any song suitable for religious occasions and/or worship.
567 – Juvenile Choir, Yrs 3 & 4. One Song. Own Choice. More than 4 voices.
568 – Traditional Folk Song from any Country – Yrs 3-6. Sung in any language by more than 4 voices. Own choice. Accompanied or unaccompanied, unison or parts providing the melodic line remains intact. A Traditional folk song is a song where the composer is unknown and has its origins earlier than the 20th Century.
569 – Kindergarten Choir. One Song Own Choice. More than 4 voices.
570 – Infants Choir. One Song Own Choice. More than 4 voices.

HIGH SCHOOL AGED CHOIRS
571 – School Choir. More than 4 voices. Two Songs (a) Own Choice; (b) Own Choice, must be of contrasting nature.
572 – School Choir. One Song. Own Choice. More than 4 voices.
573 – Student Conducted. To be conducted by one of the students. Conductor not to sing. One Song Own choice. More than 4 voices. Any song suitable for religious occasions and/or worship.
574 – Australian Ballade. More than 4 voices.
575 – Sacred or Spiritual. More than 4 voices, any combination, accompanied or unaccompanied.
576 – Vocal Ensemble. 4-25 voices. Any combination. Own Choice.
577 – Traditional Folk Song from any Country. Sung in any language by more than 4 voices. Own choice. Accompanied or unaccompanied, unison or parts providing the melodic line remains intact. A Traditional folk song is a song where the composer is unknown and has its origins earlier than the 20th Century.
578 – Acappella Group. One Song. Unaccompanied, more than 4 voices. 
579 – Vocal & Instrumental Ensemble. More than 3 voices, 3-8 instruments. Any combination. Own choice. Microphones permitted.

MIXED SCHOOL AGED GROUPS
580 – Small Schools Choir. For schools with fewer than 70 students. Two Songs (a) Own Choice (b) Own Choice. Must be of contrasting nature.
581 – Small Schools Choir – Australian Ballade. For schools with fewer than 70 students.
582 – Schools for Specific Purposes and Special Education Units Choir. One Song. Own Choice.
583 – Ensemble. More than 4 voices. Any combination. One Song. Own Choice. Open to both Primary and High Schools.

OPEN
584 – Choral Group. More than 4 voices. Two Songs (a) Own Choice (b) Own Choice. Must be of a contrasting nature.
585 - Australian Ballade. More than 4 voices.
586 – Spiritual or Sacred Group. Any combination. Accompanied or unaccompanied. More than 4 voices. Any song suitable for religious occasions and/or worship.
587 – Folk Song. Sung by a folk group with/without instrumental accompaniment. More than 4 voices. Any piece of music composed and arranged in the folk genre.
588 – Vocal & Instrumental Ensemble. More than 4 voices, 3-8 instruments. Any combination. One Song. Own Choice. Microphones permitted.
589 – Acapella Group – Unaccompanied. More than 4 voices.
PIANO
OPEN
590 – Entertainment Piano or Instrumental - OPEN. Open to both amateurs & professionals. Any genre.
591 – Piano Solo
592 – Piano Solo from Memory
593 – Baroque/Bach Composition.
594 – Jazz, Swing, Rock, Blues or Pop Music
595 - Music from film or TV
596 – Australian Composition.
597 – Own Piano Composition. An original composition piece, performed by the competitor. A full score must be provided for the adjudicator
598 - Piano Duo/Trio
599 – Piano Championship. Two pieces of contrasting nature. (a) Classical, prior to 20th Century and (b) Own Choice from 20th Century onward. Copy of original written score to be adhered to. No improvisation. Competitors must compete in two other piano solo sections to qualify.

16 YRS & UNDER
600 – Piano Solo
601 – Piano Solo from Memory
602 – Baroque/Bach Composition
603 – Jazz, Swing, Rock, Blues or Pop Music
604 - Music from film or TV
605 – Australian Composition
606 – Own Piano Composition. An original composition piece, performed by the competitor. A full score must be provided for the adjudicator.
607 – Piano Duo/Trio
608 – Piano Championship. Two pieces of contrasting nature. (a) Classical, prior to 20th Century and (b) Own Choice from 20th Century onward. Copy of original written score to be adhered to. No improvisation. Competitors must compete in two other piano solo sections to qualify.

14 YRS & UNDER
609 – Piano Solo.
610 – Piano Solo from Memory.
611 – Baroque/Bach Composition.
612 – Jazz, Swing, Rock, Blues or Pop Music.
613 - Music from film or TV
614 – Australian Composition.
615 – Own Piano Composition. An original composition piece, performed by the competitor. A full score must be provided for the adjudicator.
616 – Piano Duo/Trio.
12 YRS & UNDER
617 – Piano Solo.
618 – Piano Solo from Memory 
619 – Baroque/Bach Composition.
620 – Jazz, Swing, Rock, Blues or Pop Music.
621 – Music from film or TV
622 – Australian Composition.
623 – Own Piano Composition. An original composition piece, performed by the competitor. A score must be provided for the adjudicator.
624 - Piano Duo/Trio.
625 – Piano Championship. Two pieces of a contrasting nature. Competitors must have participated in two other piano solo sections to qualify. No improvisation.

10 YRS & UNDER
626 – Piano Solo.
627 – Piano Solo from Memory.
628 – Baroque/Bach Composition.
629 – Jazz, Swing, Rock, Blues or Pop Music.
630  - Music from film or TV
631 – Australian Composition.
632 – Own Piano Composition. An original composition piece, performed by the competitor. A score must be provided for the adjudicator.
633 – Piano Duo/Trio.
8 YRS & UNDER
634 – Piano Solo
635 – Piano Solo from Memory
636 – Piano Duo/Trio
INSTRUMENTAL
OPEN
637 – Solo. From Memory
638 – Baroque, Classical or Romantic.
639 - Jazz, Swing or Blues
640 - Rock or Pop Music.
641 - Music from film or TV
642 – Australian Composition. 
643 – Own Composition. An original composition piece, performed by the competitor. A full score must be provided for the adjudicator, including accompaniment if relevant.
644 – Instrumental Duo – Accompanist and Soloist (instrumental). Both performances are taken into consideration by the adjudicator.
645 – Championship. Two (2) pieces of contrasting nature. Competitors must have performed in two other instrumental solo sections to qualify. Original written score to be adhered to. No improvisation.

16 YRS & UNDER
646 – Solo. From Memory
647 – Baroque, Classical or Romantic.
648 - Jazz, Swing or Blues
649 - Rock or Pop Music.
650 - Music from film or TV
651 – Australian Composition. 
652 – Own Composition. An original composition piece, performed by the competitor. A full score must be provided for the adjudicator, including accompaniment if relevant.
653 – Instrumental Duo – Accompanist and Soloist (instrumental). Both performances are taken into consideration by the adjudicator.
654 – Championship. Two (2) pieces of contrasting nature. Competitors must have performed in two other instrumental solo sections to qualify. Original written score to be adhered to. No improvisation.

14 YRS & UNDER
655 – Solo. From Memory
656 – Baroque, Classical or Romantic.
657 - Jazz, Swing or Blues
658 - Rock or Pop Music.
659 - Music from film or TV
660 – Australian Composition. 
661 – Own Composition. An original composition piece, performed by the competitor. A full score must be provided for the adjudicator, including accompaniment if relevant.
662 – Instrumental Duo – Accompanist and Soloist (instrumental). Both performances are taken into consideration by the adjudicator.

12 YRS & UNDER
663 – Solo. From Memory
664 – Baroque, Classical or Romantic.
665 - Jazz, Swing or Blues
666 - Rock or Pop Music.
667 - Music from film or TV
668 – Australian Composition. 
669 – Own Composition. An original composition piece, performed by the competitor. A full score must be provided for the adjudicator, including accompaniment if relevant.
670 – Instrumental Duo – Accompanist and Soloist (instrumental). Both performances are taken into consideration by the adjudicator.
671 – Championship. Two (2) pieces of contrasting nature. Competitors must have performed in two other instrumental solo sections to qualify. Original written score to be adhered to. No improvisation.

10 YRS & UNDER
672 – Solo. From Memory
673 – Baroque, Classical or Romantic.
674 - Jazz, Swing or Blues
675 - Rock or Pop Music.
676 - Music from film or TV
677 – Australian Composition. 
678 – Own Composition. An original composition piece, performed by the competitor. A full score must be provided for the adjudicator, including accompaniment if relevant.
679 – Instrumental Duo – Accompanist and Soloist (instrumental). Both performances are taken into consideration by the adjudicator.

INSTRUMENTAL DUO/TRIO/GROUPS
Each competitor in a duo/trio/group is adjudicated (with or without accompaniment). A competitor may perform twice only if performing with a different instrument or partner.
In all instrumental groups, ‘Instrumental’ means any instrument other than piano. Piano accompaniment allowed.
DUO/TRIO
721 – Open - Instrumental Duo/Trio – Teacher/Student. This allows a teacher to partner a student.
722 – Open – Instrumental Duo/Trio
723 – 16 Yrs & Under – Instrumental Duo/Trio
724 – 12 Yrs & Under – Instrumental Duo/Trio

SCHOOL INSTRUMENTAL GROUPS
725 – High School Instrumental Ensemble.
726 – Primary School Instrumental Ensemble.
727 – High School Music Class Ensemble. All performers to be from the same Year Group, with or without percussion.
728 – Percussion Band – High School. With or without backing 
729 – Percussion Band – Primary School. With or without backing 
730 – Percussion Band – Infants. With or without backing.

BANDS
All bands are eligible to compete, unless their performance income constitutes their primary income source, thereby deeming them professional. 

OPEN
685 – Jazz, Swing, Rock or Pop. Without Vocalist.
686 – Jazz, Swing, Rock or Pop. With Vocalist/Lead Singer. Microphone allowed
687 – Concert Band. Without Vocalists.
688 – Australian Composition.
689 – Showtime (Musical or Movie). Without Vocalist
690 – Band with Instrumental Solo Part. Instrumentalists must be part of the band.
691 – Band Championship. Two pieces of contrasting nature. Competitors must have competed in two other Band sections to qualify. Original written score to be adhered to. No improvisation.

18 Yrs & Under
692 – Jazz, Swing, Rock or Pop Band – without Vocalist 
693 – Jazz, Swing, Rock or Pop. With Vocalist/Lead Singer. Microphone allowed
694 – Concert Band. Without Vocalists.
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